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had	seen	them	walk	away	together	upon	their	path	of	
flowers,	followed	by	the	tremendous	shouts	of	
the	hilarious	multitude,	in	which	her	one	despairing	
shriek	was	lost	and	drowned!			

	
Would	it	not	be	better	for	him	to	die	at	once,	

and	go	to	wait	for	her	in	the	blessed	regions	of	semi-
barbaric	futurity?			

	
And	yet,	that	awful	tiger,	those	shrieks,	that	

blood!			
	
Her	decision	had	been	indicated	in	an	instant,	

but	it	had	been	made	after	days	and	nights	of	

anguished	deliberation.	She	had	known	she	would	
be	asked,	she	had	decided	what	she	would	answer,	
and,	without	the	slightest	hesitation,	she	had	moved	
her	hand	to	the	right.			

	
The	question	of	her	decision	is	one	not	to	be	

lightly	considered,	and	it	is	not	for	me	to	presume	to	
set myself	up	as	the	one	person	able	to	answer	it.	And	
so	I	leave	it	with	all	of	you:	Which	came	out	of	
the opened door,--the	lady,	or	the	tiger? 		
	

	
	

	
Instructions	for	April	16-20:		Creative	assignment	for	The	Lady,	or	the	Tiger?		
	
Option	1:	Write	an	ending	to	the	story.	It	must	be	in	third	person	omniscient.	It	must	be	two	paragraphs;	each	
paragraph	needs	to	be	5-7	sentences	long.		

• Your	paragraph	must	begin	with:	“Every	heart	stopped	beating,	every	breath	was	held,	every	eye	was	fixed	upon	
that	man.	With	the	slightest	hesitation,	he	went	to	the	door	on	the	right	and	opend	it.”		

• Questions	to	think	about	when	writing:	What	was	behind	the	door	he	picked;	What	happened	after	he	opened	
the	door;	Was	the	princess	loyal	to	her	love,	or	did	she	betray	him;	How	does	the	king	feel	about	the	accused	
man’s	choice.			

	
Option	2:	Create	a	soundtrack	to	the	short	story	using	five	songs	you	feel	are	appropriate.	For	each	song	you	need	to	
write	a	2-3	explanation	of	why	you	chose	that	song	for	the	soundtrack.			
	
Option	3:	Create	a	visual	representation/drawing	of	the	decision	facing	the	man.		
	
Instructions	for	April	21-22:	Read	“Hope	is	the	Thing	
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3.		Which	of	the	following	best	represents	the	theme	of	the	poem?		
A. Hope	is	something	you	have	to	work	hard	to	maintain	at	all	times.		
B. Hope	shelters	people	from	the	coldest	and	stormiest	times.		
C. People	without	hope	are	more	sensible	and	realistic.		
D. Hope	gets	people	through	the	tough	times.		

		
4.		According	to	the	speaker,	where	does	hope	live?		

A. in	the	little	bird		
B. in	the	storm		
C. in	the	chilliest	land		
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Instructions	for	April	27-May	1:	Read	the	short	biography	of	Paul	Laurence	Dunbar	and	complete	the	creative	task.	
		
Paul	Laurence	Dunbar	Biography		

Paul	Laurence	Dunbar	was	born	in	1872	in	Kentucky	to	parents	who	had	been	enslaved.	He	began	writing	as	a	
teenager	and	often	used	his	parents’	stories	as	inspiration.	As	a	young	adult,	he	couldn’t	support	himself	as	a	writer,	so	
he	took	a	job	as	an	elevator	operator.	He	made	friends	among	writers	of	the	day,	and	he	was	eventually	able	to	publish	
his	first	book	of	poems,	Oak	and	Ivy.	Dunbar	befriended	the	great	writer	and	abolitionist	Frederick	Douglass,	who	helped	
him	publish	more	of	his	works	and	find	greater	popularity.	However,	still	unable	to	support	himself	through	writing,	
Dunbar	found	a	job	at	the	Library	of	Congress.	He	continued	to	write	and	publish	until	his	death	in	1903	at	the	age	of	
33.		
	
Creative	Assignment		
Dunbar	frequently	wrote	about	the	nature	of	freedom	and	how	people	carry	themselves	through	life.	One	of	his	most	
famous	poems	is	“We	Wear	the	Mask”	from	1896.	In	this	poem,	the	speaker	considers	the	ways	that	African	
Americans	of	his	era	hid	their	pain	in	the	face	of	discrimination.		
		

We	Wear	the	Mask		
	

We	wear	the	mask	that	grins	and	lies,		
It	hides	our	cheeks	and	shades	our	eyes,—		
This	debt	we	pay	to	human	guile;		
With	torn	and	bleeding	hearts	we	smile		
And	mouth	with	myriad	subtleties,		
			
Why	should	the	world	be	over-wise,		
In	counting	all	our	tears	and	sighs?		
Nay,	let	them	only	see	us,	while		
					We	wear	the	mask.		
			
We	smile,	but	oh	great	Christ,	our	cries		
To	thee	from	tortured	souls	arise.		
We	sing,	but	oh	the	clay	is	vile		
Beneath	our	feet,	and	long	the	mile,		
But	let	the	world	dream	otherwise,		
					We	wear	the	mask!		
	
Creative	Assignment	
We all wear masks at various times and for various reasons. Think about the mask or masks you are wearing now or in the 
past. Create a visual representation (drawing) of the mask that you are wearing. Compose a five- to six-sentence 
paragraph explaining your mask. 	
 	
Rubric		 0	Points		 2.5	Points		 5	Points		
Content:		
The	depth	of	insight	and	
thought			

No	depth			 Somewhat	in	depth-	
moderate	insight	into	self		

Hooks	the	audience	-	Great	
depth	and	thoughtfulness				

Use	of	creativity		 Little	to	no	creativity		 Acceptable	use	of	creativity		 Very	creative!	Grabs	the	
audience's	attention		

Organization		 No	organization		 Somewhat	acceptable	
organization		

Great	organization		

Mechanics/	Neatness		 Many	mechanical	errors	or	
sloppy		

Some	errors	or	slightly	neat		 No	errors	or	very	neat		

	


